
Ain’t no 
mountain 

high 
enough

Gary Curtis tries out the 
Mondraker Prime electric 

mountain bike

 I’VE RIDDEN A mountain bike for several 
years, but never an electric one, so I was 
very excited to try one. I have used electric 
scooters and scoozers abroad and liked 

them so it was time to find out if an electric 
mountain bike really can make that much 
difference.

I’ve walked past the dazzling, cool looking 
Cranking E-Bikes shop in Stamford’s Bath 
Row many times, always admiring the bikes 
on display, so was excited to be asked to try 
one out. Wakerley Woods was the perfect 
place to try the Mondraker Prime. There’s a 
purpose built bike route which I’ve used 
many times so this would give me a good 
chance to find out what this electric version 
could do, especially when it came to the steep 
lung-busting climbs. 

Robert, who owns Cranking E-Bikes, gave 
me a quick demo of the controls which are 
very simple to use. The bike looks and feels 
like a very nice standard mountain bike but 
next to your left hand is a small screen and 
up/down buttons to let you know which 
setting the bike is in: Eco, Tour, eMTB or 
Turbo. We adjusted the seat and off I went.

As I headed to my usual route I could feel 
the bike instantly giving me a helping hand. 

Wakerley, a climb I had struggled up many a 
time on my standard mountain bike. Putting 
the Mondraker Prime into Turbo I attacked 
the steep, rugged route. The power produced 
in this mode is staggering. A reassuring, 
confident power which makes you feel like a 
professional athlete while using minimum 
effort. As I weaved around the tight corners 
the bike never missed a beat. Reaching the 
top of the hill I knew I had a long, fast cruise 
down again to look forward to. I put the bike 
in eco and headed back to base. 

After my experience today I can say to 
anyone who hasn’t tried an electric bike that 
it’s a total game changer. It offers a helping 
hand without taking any of the thrill or fun 
out of the ride. In fact it gives you the 
confidence to attack routes you wouldn’t on a 
standard bike. If you are looking for a new 
bike, this is the way to go. Highly 
recommended; I want one.

www.cranking.co.uk
The Mondraker Prime costs £3,600.

Active life

It’s an odd feeling to start with but you soon 
get used to it. Heading into the woods the 
bike felt lighter than I expected and very 
agile, it’s beautifully balanced so dealt with 
any tree roots or rocks with ease. I cruised in 
Tour mode for a while getting the hang of it 
until I started to climb. Pushing up on the 
display is really easy. Large buttons allow 
you to switch modes without taking your 
eyes off the track; I moved to a setting called 
eMTB. 

This instantly gave me extra power and the 
bike cruised up the hill. The power when it 
comes is very natural and there isn’t a 
sudden surge so tricky trails are easy to 
power around with confidence. As you ride 
the bike clearly shows you how many more 
kilometres you have on the current charge. 
There is an eco setting which gives more 
than enough power on the flat and this 
would take you around 100km on a full 
charge.

As I was flying along through the woods, I 
knew ahead of me was the steepest climb in 
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